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STATE OF THE CITY 


Mayor 
targets 
traffic, 
opioids 


neighborhoods from 
being displaced” 


By John Aguilar 
The Denver Post 


Providing more affordable 
housing, softening the blow of 
gentrification in Denver’s neigh- 
borhoods, adding 125 miles of bike 
lanes and blaming drugmakers for 
the city’s opioid crisis were 
among the major themes of May- 
or Michael Hancock’s State of the 
City speech on Monday. 

The mayor’s nearly hour-long 
speech came in his seventh year 
as head of the city, and Hancock 
has indicated that he willrun fora 
third term in May. 

“We should never stop invest- 
ing in our neighborhoods or mak- 
ing the improvements that raise 
residents’ quality of life,” Han- 
cock said to a crowd of several 
hundred inside the Carla Madison 
Recreation Center on East Colfax 
Avenue. “But we should also have 
strategies to keep families who 
want to stay in their neighbor- 
hoods from being displaced.” 

To that end, the mayor said the 
city would soon unveil a Neigh- 
borhood Equity and Stabilization 
Team, or NEST, that will work 
with private developers in an at- 
tempt to get ahead of new con- 
struction that could alter the 
character of neighborhoods, es- 
pecially ones largely populated by 
lower-income families. 

“The team will deploy resourc- 
es specifically tailored to neigh- 
borhoods that are under threat of 
gentrification as new public and 
private investment comes in,” 
Hancock said. “They will jump in 
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RUSSIA SUMMIT 


Monday. Brendan Smialowski, AFP 


By Philip Rucker, Anton Troianovski 
and Seung Min Kim 
The Washington Post 


HELSINKI» 
resident Donald Trump handed 

Russian President Vladimir Pu- 

tin an unalloyed diplomatic tri- 

umph during their summit here 

Monday as he refused to sup- 

port the collective conclusion of U.S. in- 
telligence agencies that Russia had inter- 
fered in the 2016 U.S. presidential election. 
Trump’s warm rhetorical embrace of 
Putin, who he said had given him an “ex- 
tremely strong and powerful” denial that 
Russia assaulted America’s democracy, 
marked an extraordinary capstone to the 
first formal meeting between the current 
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leaders of the world’s nuclear superpow- 
ers and sparked trepidation and horror 
among many in Washington and around 
the globe. 

At a remarkable 46-minute joint news 
conference inside the Finnish presidential 
palace, Trump would not challenge Pu- 
tin’s claim that the Russian government 
played no role in trying to sabotage the 
U.S. election, despite the Justice Depart- 
ment’s indictments Friday of 12 Russian 
intelligence officers accused of hacking 
Democratic emails as part of a broad sub- 
terfuge operation to help Trump win the 
election. 

Trump went on to condemn the expan- 
sive federal investigation of Russian inter- 
ference as “a disaster for our country” and 
“a total witch hunt,” arguing that the 


Trump embraces Putin, 
doubts U.S. agencies 


Election: U.S. president satisfied 
after hearing “extremely strong 
and powerful” denial of meddling 


Congress: Colorado reps and 
national GOP members slam 
news-conference comments »7a 


U.S. President Donald Trump shakes hands with Russian President Vladimir Putin before their meeting in Helsinki on 


probe, along with “foolish” American poli- 
cies, had severely impaired relations be- 
tween the two countries. 

The gathering along the glistening wa- 
terfront of this Nordic capital turned into 
a clear political victory for the Russian 
president, who aims to expand his coun- 
try’s global influence by sowing discord 
within the United States and disrupting 
Western alliances. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
called the summit “fabulous” and “better 
than super,” according to Russian news 
agencies, while Putin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov was snickering with exuberance as 
he watched the news conference from the 
sidelines. 

Trump and Putin spent their first two 
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Covert Russian agent: Prosecutors arrest gun-rights activist who they say has been gathering intelligence in Washington. »6A 


ROCKY FLATS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 


Showdown over if site can open to public 


By Bruce Finley 
The Denver Post 


Arvada mother Elizabeth Pan- 
zer says she fears radioactive 
plutonium in the dirt whenever 
wind blows at the former Rocky 
Flats nuclear bomb factory, now 
a federal wildlife refuge, 2.3 
miles northwest of her house. 
But she also wants to avoid 
alarming her three sons. 

One son was diagnosed in 
2014 with heart cancer that she 
suspects was caused by breath- 
ing dust churned by big yellow 
trucks at house-building sites 
near Rocky Flats. A neighbor 
died in his 50s of a similar can- 
cer, she said. 

Panzer will be among those 
testifying Tuesday before U.S. 
District Court Judge Philip 


Brimmer, asking him to block 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice’s planned opening of the 
refuge for recreational hiking, 
horseback riding and biking. 
While the Colorado Depart- 
ment of Public Health and Envi- 
ronment and the U.S. Environ- 
mental Protection Agency re- 
peatedly have declared Rocky 
Flats safe based on soil tests done 
more than a decade ago, Jeffer- 
son County’s public health chief, 
opposition groups, downwind 
residents and metro Denver pub- 
lic schools officials have indicat- 
ed they don’t trust the govern- 
ment assurances that a cleanup 
completed in 2005 did the job. 
“My concern is that we don’t 
know, for certain, if there are 
high levels of contaminants 
ROCKY FLATS » 5A 


Elizabeth Panzer, who lives in Arvada near the Rocky Flats 
National Wildlife Refuge, opposes the opening of the site for 
recreation. Skyler Ballard, The Denver Post 
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THE WEST 


FELONY CASES 


WILL BE HARDER 
TO SUPPRESS 


Prosecutors make changes in 
several counties. »2A 


Refund? State lawmakers may 
have to give back $200M. »2A 


NATION & WORLD 


JUDGE PUTS STOP 
TO DEPORTATIONS 
OF FAMILIES 


Delay will last at least a week 
after request from ACLU. »12A 


Supreme Court. Kavanaugh’s 
opponents look for ways to 
derail nomination. »14A 
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